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F Comment. Reference is made to_ concerning the ousting
of Tao Oon from’the Fres lLao movement by the Free lao princes in June 1948,
representing the culmination of a series of personality clashes between
the "plebsien” faction and the princes.) o
Comment. It is possible that during 1947 in particular, this
sch.ism was widened by the activities of Mme Germaine Krull in the role of

[ gent provocateur. )

Much of the dissatisfaction of the Free Lao Plzbeisn group centers around
the roles of Prince Souphanavong and his elder brother, Prince Petsarath in
the Free Lao movement. Memuers of this group feel that Prince Patsarath
has become too dictatorial, and that he has assumed too many direct ex-
ecutive functions in the movement. They feel that he sho.ld act only as

an advisory “elder statesman", which was his original post in the lao
government. Phya Kam Mao, who is well liked by all factions and is very
popular within laos itself, could then exercise his full prerogatives as
the Free Loo Prime Minister. ,

The Plebelans would like Prince Souphanavong to confine himself to the
duties of Foreign Minister, his original position and one for which he

is adequately qualified. They are in favor of his relinquishing his

his post as "military commander", for which they feel he is ungualified,
As an example, they cite his early 1947 strategy of massing the guerrillas
for attacks rather than keeping them dispersed in spall groups. This re-
sulted in unnecessary slaughters.

In view of the extreme distaste and hatred which the princes now have for
Tac Oon, who probably has the most extensive military -experience of any

of their leaders, the Plebelans ars willing to compromise with the princes
and have the four Marea" militery cormanders within Laos direct military
operations . Fcomnento No identification of these military
conmanders is given, and it is not known whether or not the guerrilla
forces would come” under their jurisdiction.)

The Plebeian guerrillas, formerly under Tao Con, are now led by his
brother, Kam Suk, who works out of the Nong Khai area. They are based

" on a plateau in the vicinity of 18, 105 degrees (the intersection o a
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iine drawn directly east from Vientisne and north of Thak Hek) Their
sstimated strength is probably approximately severd hundred men (Ji)- 25X1%6

5. Prince Souphanavong, who returned to Bangkok from Laos in mid-September
25X1A2g 1948 after a asix-week stay apent inspecting the guerrillas
under his jurisdiction and planning operations, now has five well-organized
units. The strength of each unit is bhelieved to be in the vicinify of
25X;>5()6( ixg 100-200 men @ @ Comment. An examination of numerous photo--
graphs of these troops revealed that (a) they were well-clothed and
well-equipped with rifles, semi-automatic weapons, French-type helmetis
and knapsacks; (b) they looked well-fad and healthy; (c) they are Lsos
and not Vietnsmése, This wes partially illustrated by one photograph
showing one of the units meeting a unit of Viet Minh troops gt the
Laos-Viet Nam border™.)

6, According to Prince Souphanavong, despite the heavy rains in Leos {which
necessitated his walking, at one time, in water waste-high for abow
twelve hours), his guerrillas had managed to kill six Frenchmen during

25X1X6 a seven-day period in early September 1948 (. He states that the

Siamese have given the Laos no aid since the 9 November Coup d 'Etat,
but + hat his men have been receiving supplies and aid from the Viet Uinh
for approximately the past three months. This is the result of an
accord reached between Prince Souphanavong and the Viet Minh, the terms
of which are obscure, but are believed almost certainly to have in-
cluded Viet ¥inh "technical advisers" as waell as active military assistance

25X1X6 (I -

7. Viet Minh assistance, previously given to Tao Oon's forces, was cut
off after the accord. Souphsnavong's explanation of this is that Qon's
group had been associated with a group of very extremist Vietnanpesein
laos, of whom HO Chi Minh disspproved. He claims that he can prove

25X1X6 this with a letter outlining HO's position, signed by HO himself.

B Corment. In addition, Souphanavong claims that his negotidions
with the Viet Minh culminated in the accord, which was a direct one
betwaen HO and himself. He adds that the agreement was in writing.)
Nguyen Duc Quy, head of the Viet Nam Delegation in Bangkok, offers the
explanation that the shift in vhe Viet Minh support of the Froe Laos
was simply a matter of expediency on the mrt of the Viet Nam government.,

Kecognizing TNAT TNe rree LAos wers divided (Somelning 10T wnicn the V1ets
nave little patience), ths Viet Minh chose to support the princes’ group,
as it was better organized snd potentislly more effective both militarily, 25X1X6
25X1X6 and, to a much greater extent, politically (HENM- Comment, HO's
frowning on "extremism" seems incongruous. It seems mich more | 1y
that the Vietnamese, with whom Tao Oon's group was working, wers non-Viet
Minh, end if not anti-Viet Minh, had at least not been successfully
subordinated to the Viet Minh High Commend.) Comment. Prince
Souphanavong, who is married to an Annamese woman, nas alweys been more
pro-Viet than any other Free Lao lsader. He has been the only one who
apparently does not shere in traditional Laotian fear of Annamese and
25X1A29  Vietnamese aggression. [IEr=rorisd that Tran Van Gisu ingratiated
himself with Souphenaveng by helping the Free Laos cbtain arms and
25X1A2 ammunition. Tac Oon has been highly critical of Souphanavong's pro-
¢ Viet activities. However, |JJJJJl] revorted that Oon stated in january
1948 that he, himself, was “getting along betler with the Viets®.)

25X1A6a

8. A mission from the French-sponsored Lao government is schaduied to
coms to Bangkok %o confer with the Froe Laos concerning the return of
Lao refugses in Siam to laos. Part of the mission is now (mid-October 19L8)
in Saigon. Both Prince Petsarath and Prince Souphanavong are somewhat
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aptimistic about its possibilities and are prepared to confer with the

members of the mission. Comment. No report of the ariival 25X1X6
of such a mission in Bangko s been received to date.) (N Gomuent.

One of the principsl reasons why Tao Oon was expelled from tH& Fre€®

Lao movement by the princes was his negotiations with Colonel Roux: con-

cerning the possibility of a compromise accord between the French md

the Free Laos. Oon did not commit himself during the negotiations, and

broke them off himself.) =R
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